
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1931 .May 31.1901 

South America. Twenty-two steamships left for New York, carrying 
altogether 22,147 souls. One of these vessels, the Belgravia, of the 
Hamburg American Line, carried 2,230 souls on one trip, probably the 
largest number of people that ever left Italy on a single ship. 

Smallpox. 

The number of cases of smallpox reported in Naples for the week 
ended May 5, 1901, was 95 with 24 deaths, a decrease of 44 cases and 6 
deaths from the previous week. The disease is generally spread through- 
out Italy, being particularly prevalent in Naples, Salerno, Avellino, 
Benevento Caserta, Campobasso, Cosenza, Catanzaro, Eeggio, Foggia, 
Bari, Catania, Palermo, Girgenti, Caltanisetta, and Trapani. On the 
inspection of emigrants for the steamship Washington May 1, 1901, a 
case of smallpox, a child 16 months old, was brought down the line. 
Permission to go aboard was, of course, refused. A careful lookout is 
being kept for such cases. 

Plague in Turkey. 

Three cases of plague are reported at Basra, or Bassorah, a place of 
10,000 population in the souftieastern part of Turkey in Asia. Con- 
stantinople has imposed ten days' quarantine on arrivals from Basra. 
Bespectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague in Basra, Turkey. 

Naples, Italy, May 18, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended May 12, 1901, 
the following ships were inspected : 

On May 6, the Spanish steamship Ontaneda, bound in ballast via 
Licata for New York. 

On May 8, the steamship Marco Minghetti, of the Italian General 
Navigation Company, bound with passengers and cargo for New York. 
There were inspected and passed 875 steerage passengers and 245 pieces 
of large and 965 pieces of small baggage. Three hundred and sixty- 
two pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

On May 10, the steamship SicUia, of the Hamburg American line, 
bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected 
and passed 591 steerage passengers and 55 pieces of large and 790 pieces 
of small baggage. Three hundred and twenty- three pieces of baggage 
were disinfected by steam. 

On May 11, the steamship Gallia, of the Pabre Line, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
1,157 steerage passengers and 179 pieces of large and 1,590 pieces of 
small baggage. Five hundred and fifty-nine pieces of baggage were 
disinfected by steam. 

On May 12, the steamship Oitta di Torino, bound with passengers and 
cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 1,310 steerage 
passengers and 220 pieces of large and 1,550 pieces of small baggage. 
Two hundred and eighty-six pieces of baggage were disinfected by 
steam. 
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Precautions against plague. 

A report from Constantinople states that, on May 1, a case of illness 
occurred at Galata and that subsequently a bacteriological examination 
demonstrated the case to be plague. In view of this report and the 
report mentioned in my letter of May 4, that there are 3 cases of 
plague at Basra, rigorous precautions are being taken at the inspection 
of emigrants leaving Naples for New York. It appears that there is no 
direct emigration from Constantinople to the United States. Turkish 
emigrants generally leave from northern European ports, but at the 
sailing of the steamship Marco Minghetti of the Italian General 
Navigation Company, May -8, for New York, 14 Turks from Beirut and 
5 Jews from Jaffa presented themselves for examination. Again, May 
11 , at the sailing of the steamship Gallia, of the Fabre Line, 31 emigrants 
from Turkey (22 from Beirut and 9 from Erzerum), by way of 
Marseilles, were presented for inspection. These persons were set aside 
from the other emigrants and carefully examined, both physically and 
as to their recent whereabouts. The thermometer was used. Two 
cases of trachoma were found. One was detained, the other was taken 
aboard on the responsibility of the ship's company. All other persons 
were in a satisfactory condition and were allowed to depart for New 
York. The baggage was disinfected by 'steam. 

In regard to commercial intercourse between Turkey and the United 
States the shipments consist principally of mobair, carpets, rugs, skins, 
and wool which are forwarded by -the Barber Line. 

Smallpox. 

Two hundred and one cases of smallpox were officially reported at 
Naples for the week ended May 12, 1901. There were 33 deaths. This 
shows an increase of 106 cases and 9 deaths on the previous week. 
The official reports of this disease are no index of the actual number of 
cases. The local newspapers often report many more cases than are 
reported officially. It is probable that many more cases occur that 
never come to public notice. Every precaution is being taken to 
diminish the chances of outbreaks of smallpox on emigrant ships. But 
of course it is impossible to know what persons are in the stage of incu- 
bation of the. disease at the time they present themselves for departure. 
With a view to minimising the danger 200 pieces of large and 1,330 
pieces of small baggage were disinfected by steam last week. Care is 
taken to determine that all emigrant vessels have a sufficient supply of 
vaccine virus and the ships' surgeons are being impressed with the 
necessity of vaccinating all emigrants as soon as they go aboard ship. 
All eruptive cases are set aside for close examination and the thermome- 
ter is used whenever there is any apparent deviation from perfect health. 
Bespectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



